
Alberta
Land Surveyors’ 
Association
114, 14315 - 118 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5L 4S6 
Telephone: 452-7662

Dear E ditor:
Below please fin d  an article which I w ou ld appreciate you publishing  

in you r newsletter. This article was inspired by reading (fo r the last several 
years) newsletters from  a ll across N orth Am erica where a perennia l item  
was the mortgage certificate.

Sincerely;
G. K. A llred , A.L.S.
Editor, ALS News

The Mortgage Certificate — 
A Disgrace to North American Land Surveyors

A ll across N o rth  A m e rica , w e  read  
in the p ro v in c ia l and  state newsletters  
the com pla ints o f  p o o r q u a lity  bu ild ing  
location certifica tes, spot surveys, 
m ortgage certifica tes, o r w ha te ve r the  
loca l nam e m igh t be. These so ca lled  
surveys are  done  w ith  little  o r  no survey  
evidence an d  are  issued w ith  m u lti- im -  
p lie d  o r w ritte n  disclaimers. Surveyors  
proc la im  they are  "just" fo r  m ortgage  
purposes. But h o w  abou t the c lie n t - that 
p o o r m em ber o f  the p u b lic  w ho  uses 
them to bu ild  a fence  o r garage o r estab­
lish his boundaries? H e  assumes tha t it  
is a p ro p e r legal survey - a fte r  a ll it  is 
signed by  a q u a lif ie d  lan d  surveyor.

Lend ing institutions and  conveyan­
cers seem happy  w ith  the present p ra c ­
tice because it's cheap and  fast. A n d  w h y  
shou ldn 't they be happy  w ith  it  - the land  
surveyor is assuming a ll the ir lia b ility  fo r  
them fo r  considerably less than they  
cou ld  insure the risk.

F e llo w  surveyors across N o rth  
A m erica , let's get on w ith  serving the 
p u b lic  and  serving them well. Let's w ipe  
ou t this scourge o f  ou r profession and  
p ro v id e  a p ro p e r survey fo r  a realistic  
price . W e re  no t insurers, w e re  sur­
veyors - let's act like it.

The lead has been set in several 
C anadian prov inces starting w ith  O n ­
tario  w he re  a p ro p e r standard has been  
established fo r  m ortgage surveys. The  
legal com m unity ; the m ortgage lenders  
and the pu b lic  have a ll accepted it  and  
are appa ren tly  p rep a red  to pa y  upw ards  
o f  five  hund re d  dollars fo r  the service. 
Let's get beh ind them and establish a 
un ited fro n t across N o rth  A m erica .

G. K. A llre d , A .L.S. 
Executive D irec to r 
A lbe rta  Land  Surveyors' 
Association

Letter From An Old Friend
Box 9 7 L ittle  C u rren t 

O nta rio  POP 1K0 
M arch  7, 1987

Mrs. L. Petzold  
Executive D irec to r
Association o f  O n ta rio  Land  Surveyors  
1043 M c N ic o ll Ave.
Scarborough, Ont.
M I W 3 W 6

M adam :

I thank yo u  fo r  y o u r k ind  inv ita tion  
to re jo in  the A O L S  as a R etired  As­
sociate. I f in a lly  re tire d  in  1982, a fte r  
31 years o f  p ractice . In tha t tim e I m ade  
m any friendsh ips; S h irley  K ing on whose  
inv ita tion  I a ttended m y  firs t OLS m eet­
ing, John van NostrandI John E. Jackson,
S. W . A rc h ib a ld , m y  teacher a t H igh  
School, T ra cy  Le M ay  to m ention  on ly  a 
few . A l l  o f  these have n o w  passed on.

Since I was com m issioned an OLS  
900 have jo in e d  the ranks o f  the Associ­
ation. M ost o f  these young  ladies and  
gentlem en w o u ld  be com ple te strangers, 
w ith  n e w  modes and  ethics. I kno w  I 
w o u ld  be ou t o f  p lace. This is the ine v it­
ab le  resu lt o f  change. M y  genera tion was 
occup ied  w ith  the evidence o f  discol­
ou re d  squares in sandy soil, o r  the butts 
o f  o ld  cedar posts and  o ld  blazes le ft  by  
those o f  the 1800s. T ha t is a th r ill and  
satisfaction the n e w  w ill no t know. Gone  
is the day o f  snarling and  the hu b -bu b  
o f  sleigh dogs anxious to be o f f  on 
steamy, co ld  m ornings, o ften  a t 50°F  
be low  a long the N o rth  Shore o f  Lake  
S uperior; o f  mushers shouting and  
w ie ld ing  the ir whips, try ing  to con tro l 
figh tin g  dogs. It was a dog s life  fo r  both  
m en and  animals. A n d  this n o t so long  
ago, it  was du ring  the m id  1930s. A n d  
y e t the m em ory  is pleasant. The cha l­

lenges w ere  met. O ne w in te r the spring  
break-up cam e ea rly  and  ou r jo b  - la k e  
travers ing" was incom plete, so w e  
w aded on snow  shoes to w ha t was ca lled  
"second ice " fo r  tw o weeks. O u r clothes 
w ere  always wet, no chance o f  getting  
dried, bu t w e fin ished  the jo b  and  no  
question o f  extra pay. The U nion m an  
was no t y e t born. W e d id  expect to be 
re h ire d  the next w in te r fo r  ano ther go 
a t rom an tic  hardship.

N o w  I m ust take it  easy and  rest on 
m y h a rd  laurels. W e have a H om e  
M ake r w ho reads the R io t A c t to m e i f  
I da re  to shovel a b it o f  snow. So I am  
a fra id  I m ust dec line  y o u r inv ita tion  w ith  
thanks.

Yours tru ly,
D ane W andabense.
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